
Minnesota Transitions Charter School

Total Special Education System (TSES)

This document serves as the Total Special Education Systems Plan for Minnesota Transitions Charter School in

accordance with Minn. R. 3525.1100. This plan also includes an assurance for compliance with the federal

requirements pertaining to districts' special education responsibilities found in United States Code, title 20,

chapter 33, sections 1400 et seq., and Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, part 300. This document is a

companion to the Application for Special Education Funds - Statement of Assurances (ED-01350-29).

Kelly Dietrich, Minnesota Transitions Charter School Director of Special Education, is responsible for program

development, coordination, and evaluation; in-service training; and general special education supervision and
administration. Kelly may be reached at 612-235-5932.

I. Child Study Procedures

The district's identification system is developed according to the requirement of nondiscrimination as

Minnesota Transitions Charter School does not discriminate in education on the basis of race, color, creed,

religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, sexual orientation, or

disability.

A. Identification

Minnesota Transitions Charter School (MTS) is a charter school and as such is responsible for the identification

of students needing special education within grades K -12 who attend the charter school.

MTS enrolis students beginning in Kindergarten. A student age 5 or 6 may be identified when:

1. The child meets the criteria of one of the categorical disabilities in the United States Code, title 20,

chapter 33, sections 1400 et seq., as defined in Minnesota Rules; or
2. The child meets one of the criteria for developmental delay in subitem (1) and the criteria in subitem

(2). Minnesota Transitions Charter School has elected the option of implementing these criteria for

developmental delay.

(1) The child:

(a) has a diagnosed physical or mental condition or disorder that has a

high probability or resulting in developmental delay; or

(b) has a delay in each of two or more of the areas of cognitive

development; physical development; including vision and hearing;

communication development; social or emotional development; and

adaptive development, that is verified by an evaluation using one or

more technically adequate, norm-referenced instructions. The

instructions must be individually administered by appropriately trained

professionals and the scores must be at least 1.5 standard deviations

below the mean in each area.

(2) The child's need for special education is supported by:

(a) at least one documented, systematic observation in the child's routine setting by an

appropriate professional or, if observation in the daily routine setting is not possible, the

alternative setting must be justified;
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(b) a developmental history; and
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(c) at least one other evaluation procedure in each area of identified delay that is conducted on

a different day than the medical or norm-referenced evaluation; which may include criterion

referenced instruments, language samples, or curriculum-based measures.

Minnesota Transitions Charter School's plan for identifying a child with a specific learning disability is

consistent with Minn. R. 3525.1341. Minnesota Transitions Charter School implements its interventions

consistent with that plan. The plan details the specific scientific, research-based intervention (SRBI) approach,

including timelines for progression through the model; any SRBI that is used, by content area; the parent

notification and consent policies for participation in SRBl; procedures for ensuring fidelity of implementation;

and a district staff training plan. Minnesota Transitions Charter School plan for identifying a child with a

specific learning disability is attached as Appendix A.

B. Evaluation

The team shall conduct an evaluation for special education purposes within a reasonable time not to exceed

thirty (30) school days from the date the district receives parental permission to conduct the evaluation; or,

the expiration of the 14-calendar day parental response time in cases other than the initial evaluation, unless

a conciliation conference or hearing is requested.

Minnesota Transitions Charter School conducts full and individual initial evaluation before the initial provision

of special education and related services to a pupil. The initial evaluation shall consist of procedures to

determine whether a child is a pupil with a disability that adversely affects the child's educational

performance as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.02, who by reason thereof needs special

education and related services, and to determine the educational needs of the pupil. The district proposing to

conduct an initial evaluation to determine if the child qualifies as a pupil with a disability shall obtain an

informed consent from the parent of a child before the evaluation is conducted. Parental consent for

evaluation shall not be construed as consent for placement for receipt of special education and related

services. The District will not override the written refusal of a parent to consent to an initial evaluation or

revaluation.

C. Evaluation Procedures

Evaluations and reevaluations shall be conducted according to the following procedures:

1. Minnesota Transitions Charter School shall provide notice to the parents of the pupil, according to

Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, sections 300.500 to 300.505, that describes any evaluation

procedures the district proposes to conduct.

2. In conducting the evaluation, Minnesota Transitions Charter School shall:

a. use a variety of evaluation tools and strategies to gather relevant functional and

developmental information, including information provided by the parent, that are designed to

assist in determining whether the child is a pupil with a disability and the content of the pupil's

individualized education program, including information related to enabling the pupil to be

involved in and profess in the general curriculum, or for preschool pupils, to participate in

appropriate activities;

2



District 4017- TSES Rev. 05.17- KDietrich

b. not use any single procedure as the sole criterion for determining whether a child is a pupil
with a disability or determining an appropriate education program for the pupil; and

c. use technically sound instruments that are designed to assess the relative contribution of

cognitive and behavioral factors, in addition to physical or developmental factors.
3. Minnesota Transitions Charter School ensures that:

a. tests and other evaluation materials used to evaluate a child under this part are selected and

administered so as not be discriminatory on a racial or cultural basis, and are provided and

administered in the pupil's native language or other mode of communication, unless it is

clearly not feasible to do so;

b. materials and procedures used to evaluate a child with limited English proficiency are selected

and administered to ensure that they measure the extent to which the child has a disability

and needs special education and related services, rather than measure the child's English

language skills;

c. any standardized tests that are given to the child have been validated for the specific purpose

for which they are used, are administered by trained and knowledgeable personnel, and are

d.

administered in accordance with any instructions provided by the producer of such tests;

the child is evaluated in all areas of suspected disability, including, if appropriate, health,

vision, hearing, social and emotional status, general intelligence, academic performance,
communicative status, and motor abilities;

e. evaluation tools and strategies that provide relevant information that directly assists persons

in determining the educational needs of the pupil are provided;

f. if an evaluation is not conducted under standard conditions, a description of the extent to

which it varied from standard conditions must be included in the evaluation report;

g. tests and other evaluation materials include those tailored to evaluate specific areas of

educational need and not merely those that are designed to provide a single general

intelligence quotient;

h. tests are selected and administered so as best to ensure that if a test is administered to a child

with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills, the test results accurately reflect the child's

aptitude or achievement level or whatever other factors the test purports to measure, rather

than reflecting the child's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills, unless those skills are

the factors that the test purports to measure; and

i. in evaluating each pupil with a disability, the evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive to

identify all of the pupil's special education and related service needs, whether or not

commonly linked to the disability category in which the pupil has been classified.
4. Upon completion of administration of tests and other evaluation materials, the determination of

5.

whether the child is a pupil with a disability as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.02, shall

be made by a team of qualified professionals and the parent of the pupil in accordance with item E,

and a copy of the evaluation report and the documentation of determination of eligibility will be given
to the parent.

In making a determination of eligibility under item D, a child shall not be determined to be a pupil with

a disability if the determinant factor for such determination is lack of instruction in reading or math or

limited English proficiency, and the child does not otherwise meet eligibility criteria under parts
3525.1325 to 3525.1351.
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